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TRANSGRESSION OF
THE LAW

Steven Patterson

INTRODUCTION1

Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is
the transgression of the law (1 Jn. 3:4, emphasis added).

This subject is one of utmost importance to all, or it should be. I
assume you understand that when we use the word “law” our major
focus will either be on the Law of Moses and/or the Law of Christ. If
this is not your understanding, I refer you to the chapters in this book
dealing with both of these subjects to show that they do exist, and what
they are. Tommy Hicks deals with the Law of Christ, while Ronnie
Scheriffius and Billy Bland deal with the Law of Moses. Waymon
Swain deals with both laws. It is also assumed that you understand that
the Law of Moses has ended. If not, please read the chapters in this
book by Lee Davis and Kevin Berry. To truly understand what I say on
the subject of “Transgression of the Law,” you need to read Wade
Webster’s writings on Romans 5:13, “When There is No Law.” It is my
hope that you would not only take the time to read the above chapter,
but all the chapters in this volume, as they all go hand-in-hand.

Why should this subject be so important to man today? Eternity
hangs in the balance. The Bible teaches that we have all transgressed
the law—sinned (Rom. 3:23; 1 Kgs. 8:46; Ps. 14:3, Ecc. 7:20; Gal.
3:22). It also teaches that sin brings about death (Rom. 1:18; 6:23;
Ezek. 18:20; Isa. 59:1-2). By transgressing the law, we stand con-
demned before God and will perish. Unless we obtain a proper
understanding of sin’s effects and final results on humanity in
general—and on our own souls in particular—we will not see our need
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for salvation and for carrying the Gospel to those who are lost in the
world (Hos. 4:6; 2 Tim. 2:15; Rom. 10:14-17; Mk. 16:15-16).

This writer desires to build in all people a hatred for sin, just as
God hates and abhors it. We want men to see that they must do
something about their sin before it can do its greatest damage to them
(sin is the root and fruit that can ruin the soul of man). It must also be
understood that once one has obeyed the Gospel and rid himself of sin,
he must take care not to fall back into sin.

WORD STUDIES
The Word “Transgress”

In English, it is a word that means “to violate a law, command,
moral code, etc.; offend; sin. To pass over or go beyond (a limit,
boundary, etc.); to go beyond the limits imposed by (a law, command,
etc.); violate; infringe.”2

In Hebrew there are several words that translate transgress,
transgression. The primary word is pasha, and is used eighty times and
rendered in all versions as “transgression.” Its meaning is rebellion, the
fundamental idea of the root is a breach of relationships, civil or
religious between two parties.3

There is the Hebrew word abar, and the meaning of this word is to
go beyond, to move outside or beyond the requirements.4

There is the Hebrew word maal, that means breaking or violation
of law, to commit a trespass against the Lord.5

In Greek, as in the Hebrew, there are several words translated for
transgress, transgression, the main being, parabaino. The meaning of
this word is to go beyond.6

We also have huperbaino, meaning overstepping the limits.7
The next Greek word we find is parerchomai, the meaning of

which is rendered to come by or pass over.8
Parabasis means overstepping (always of a breach of law, a going

aside).9

Parananomia, means lawbreaking, contrary to law.10

The Word “Sin”
In English the word means transgression of divine law. Any act

regarded as such a transgression, especially a willful or deliberate
violation of some religious or moral principle. Any reprehensible or
regrettable action, behavior, lapse. To offend against a principle.11
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Unlike transgression there are really just two Hebrew words that
translate sin. The one used most, 580 times, is het, and it means to miss
the mark.12

The second word is ashma, the primary meaning of which is guilty
or guiltiness.13

Just like the Hebrew, the Greek has two primary words that are
translated sin. The first word is hamartia, meaning to miss the mark.14

The next word is a form of the first. It is hamartema. Its meaning
denotes an act of disobedience to divine law.15

There are other words in the Bible, when looking at the Greek
language, that give us the idea of sin, or the understanding that one has
sinned or is in sin. They are wickedness, transgress (poneria) and
trespass (paraptomata).
The Word “Law”

The word in English means the principle and regulations estab-
lished in a community by some authority and is applicable to its people.
Any written or positive rule or collection of rules, a system or collec-
tion of such rules.

The Hebrew word most translated law is the word tora, which is a
noun, occuring 221 times, that means direction or instruction.16

The Greek word which is translated law is nomos, and it means to
divide out, to distribute. It primarily means that which is assigned ...
usage, custom or by statue.17

Summation Of Words
Thus, to sum up the three words—“transgress,” “sin” and “law”—

and their meaning is as follows:
Transgress, as we see, means a violation, disobedience to step aside

or over a line. The word also means to sin or trespass, to stumble, to
deviate from righteousness and truth. In today’s practical language, it
is the person who goes against what the law says to do and/or what it
forbids. Thus, one who transgresses, is one who falls away from the
right way, stops doing what he or she should, blunders and fails, moves
off the right way or turns aside from what is right. It is the person who
wanders away from what is right, wanders from God and righteousness.
This is what it is to transgress, what it is to sin.

Sin, has various definitions and descriptions within God’s Word.
None of them are good. In order to better understand how God sees sin,
ten facts about sin are listed below. This list is not detailed and it
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certainly is not exhaustive. However, notes the points about sin, one
can see why sin displeases God.

1. Sin is unbelief, the failure to believe God (Mt. 17:20; Rom.
11:20; Heb. 3:12, 19).

2. Sin is missing the mark, coming short of the glory of God
(Rom. 3:23).

3. Sin is error, making a mistake; a wandering off the right path
(2 Pet. 3:17; Ju. 11).

4. Sin is ungodliness and unrighteousness (Rom. 1:18; Ju. 15).
5. Sin is transgression, a stepping outside the law (Rom. 3:23;

4:15).
6. Sin is trespassing, going where one should not go (Eph. 2:1).
7. Sin is disobedience, a refusal to hear and do the command-

ments of God (Eph. 2:2; 5:6; Col. 3:6).
8. Sin is lawlessness, rebellion, a rejection of God’s will and law

(1 Jn. 3:4; Mt. 7:23).
9. Sin is whatever is not of faith or that which is not done in faith

(Rom. 14:23).
10. Sin is simply not doing what God says (Jas. 4:17).
As we have looked at all these descriptions and definitions, we can

sum it up in a practical way. Sin is choosing to go one’s own way in
life instead of doing what God says. It is living like you want to instead
of how God says. Sin is disobeying the voice of God, an ignoring, a
neglecting, an open rebellion, a rejection and the denying of God,
instead of listening to God and obeying His message.

The word “law” is more difficult to sum up, but we need to
remember that when it is used in the New Testament, it may be used in
reference to the Patriarchal Law, the Law of Moses, or the Law of
Christ. As we are using the term “law” in this study, it is a reference to
God’s rules, regulations, ordinances and commands that have been
given to man, for man’s own benefit.

CONTEXT OF 1 JOHN 3:4
To understand the context of 1 John 3:4 we must first outline the

book, then the chapter and finally isolate the verse to see what can be
extracted from it concerning the Law of Christ, the theme of this
lectureship volume.
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Brief Outline Of The Book Of 1 John
I. Confirmation—Christ Our True Light (chaps. 1-2)

II. Condition—The Manifestation of God’s Love and Ours
(chaps. 2-3)

III. Confidence—Fellowship With God Brings Life Eternal (chap.
5)

Outline of 1 John, Chapter 3
I. Purity of Love, vv. 1-3

A. The privilege of God’s love (v. 1)
B. The great hope and mystery of God’s love (v. 2)
C. In the incentive of God’s love (v. 3)

II. Propitiation of Love (vv. 4-9)
A. The need for deliverance (v. 4)
B. The proof of deliverance (vv. 5-7)
C. The great conquest of Christ (v. 8)
D. The result of deliverance (v. 9)

III. Perception of Love (vv. 10-17)
A. Love and righteousness (vv. 10-13)
B. Love is proof (vv. 14-15)
C. Love has compassion (vv. 16-17)

IV. Place of Love (vv. 18-24)
A. Love in actions (vv. 18-24)
B. Love assures us (vv. 20-21)
C. Love obeys (v. 22)
D. Love believes and is manifested toward others (v.23)
E. God’s Spirit is in us (v. 24)

Now that we have some background, we can look at verse four and
make some points and applications to us.

Looking at verse 4, of 1 John 3, one of the first things a person
needs to focus upon is the great theme of unity that is found therein.
This verse answers the question posed long ago by Amos: “Can two
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walk together, except they be agreed?” (Amos 3:3). The answer comes
through loud and clear—No, They cannot! We must agree with God
and His law if we are to be called Christians.

This verse gives a definition for sin. Sin is transgression of the law
of God. Therefore, a vital reason for knowing God’s law becomes
apparent (2 Tim. 2:15; Acts 17:11). Obviously, ignorance of God’s law
means that one will neither have awareness nor compunction about
sinning against God. Ignorance is no excuse (Acts 17:30; Lev. 4:13).
Just as ignorance of the law of gravity will do one no good if he jumps
off the Sears Tower building, neither will ignorance of God’s law do
one any good on the Day of Judgment (2 Cor. 5:10; Ecc. 12:14). 1 John
3:4 gives a partial answer to the question: “[W]hat doth the Lord
require of thee” (Mic. 6:8). A complete answer to that question
involves one having a knowledge of God and His law and then obeying
Him/His law (1 Sam. 15:22; Heb. 5:9; Mt. 7:21; Lk. 6:46).

Looking deeper into the matter, we see that John is talking about
the one who will not allow God’s rules, regulations and commands to
dictate his life. This is the one who is without law (Rom. 2:12) and thus
without Christ (2 Chr. 15:3). Why he does this is easy to see. It is either
through his ignorance or his unbelief (or both). Reason dictates that if
one feels there is no God, then he will certainly see nothing within the
Law of God that will benefit him. The same is true of the one who
believes in God, but does not believe that it is necessary to comply with
God’s laws in his life. People in either category will live according to
their own rules, pleasing and glorifying self—rather than God, the
magnificent Creator of Heaven and Earth and all living creatures (Ps.
22:23; 86:12; 1 Pet. 4:16).

Paul says: “There is none righteous, no, not one ... For all have
sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:10, 23). 1 John
3:4 says “Amen” to that and shows that man has a need for a savior
because he is sinful. It is easy to conclude that all men have sinned
because all men have broken God’s law. When? Every man does so
when he goes beyond the boundaries set by God (sins of commission),
and when he fails to do what God has commanded him to do (sins of
omission). The law is broken and man thus becomes a sinner, a
transgressor, without the law—lawless. Everyone must come to realize
that sin has a price (Rom. 6:23). It costs something and what it costs we
do not want to pay. It will cost one his soul (Mt. 25:41).
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The key to 1 John 3:4 is shown to us in 1 John 2:29—“If ye know
that he is righteous, ye know that every one that doeth righteousness is
born of him.” We see in this passage that the challenge or the goal is for
one to be righteous. When a person is truly righteous it shows that he
has been born of God, a Christian. This is relevant to our subject
because one does righteousness and becomes righteous when he is
obedient to the Law of Christ (1 Jn. 3:7). That is why the Law of Christ
is also called the “perfect law of liberty” (Jas. 1:25). It liberates one
from sin (Rom. 6:22), and allows him to live a life for God.
Other Passages That Shed Light

2 John 9-11 states:
Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of
Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he
hath both the Father and the Son. If there come any unto you,
and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house,
neither bid him God speed: For he that biddeth him God speed
is partaker of his evil deeds.

Those who transgress the Law of Christ do not belong to Christ and
they have neither the Father nor the Son. They are not Christians, and
are still lost in their sin (2 Cor. 4:3).

The necessity of abiding in the Law of Christ is shown in 2 Jn 9-
11. To abide means to continue in, stay with, remain. Therefore, one
must remain in Christ’s doctrine, the Law of Christ, which is found
only in God’s Book, the Bible. The Bible becomes very important to us
if we want to have the Father and the Son. The more we get into the
Bible, the more the Bible will get into us. A person is a transgressor
because he does not abide or remain in Christ’s law. This is the same
teaching we received in 1 John 3:4.

We need to see our responsibility to the Law of Christ, and we need
to abide in it. This brings to mind the words of Paul in Acts 27:31.
Bound for Rome in a ship caught in a storm at sea, he told the centurion
and soldiers: “Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved” (Acts
27:31). This is a true statement about the doctrine or Law of Christ.
Deviating from His law results in transgression, lawlessness, sin—and
that will cost the sinner his soul.

It is worthy to note that the faithful Christian can have fellowship
only with those who are abiding in the Law of Christ (1 Jn. 1:5-10; cf.
Eph. 5:11). Certainly, the Christian can do good and be kind to people
who are not in Christ. In fact, the Bible commands us to do that (Gal.
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6:10). The restriction here is to neither aid a false teacher in his work,
nor encourage him in the work he is doing. We must be careful not to
subject ourselves to the danger of corruption from them. We dare not
become a partaker in his evil deeds.18

Look at James 2:10. It reads: “For whosoever shall keep the whole
law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.” This verse is given
as a statement of fact. One who oversteps, passes by or misses the
mark, becomes a sinner or transgressor. If men and women today
would open their Bibles to this passage, they would understand that
man is responsible for the whole Law of Christ. We cannot approach
the Law of Christ “cafeteria style,” just picking and choosing what we
want and leaving the rest. The whole of Christ’s law must be obeyed.
A failure to do so results in sin, a missing of the mark (Gal. 3:19). This
shows that all men are amenable to the Law of Christ.

Therefore, we see the extreme importance of the Law of Christ.
Without it, we would be without Christ (Eph. 2:2).

BIBLICAL EXAMPLES OF TRANSGRESSION
The Bible is very simple (2 Cor. 11:3) and easy to understand (Eph.

3:4). We can know the law and will of God. We can know without a
doubt what God will have us to do in order to obtain eternal salvation
and to have a relationship with Him in this life. The Bible has three
major (or basic) time-period divisions: 1) the Patriarchal Period, 2) the
Mosaic Period, and 3) the Christian Period. Today, we live in the
Christian Dispensation. Most agree that the Patriarchal Age began at
Creation and continued to Sinai for the Jews (Ex. 20), and till the
conversion of Cornelius for the Gentiles (Acts 10). The Mosaic Age for
the Jews only began when the Law was given at Mount Sinai and
continued till the crucifixion of Christ. Following His ascension, and
beginning on Pentecost, the “last days” began (Acts 2:17). The “last
days” is a reference to the Christian Age, the period of time in which
we are now living.

We will look at examples from all three dispensations of time,
make some observations concerning those who have transgressed
God’s laws, and conclude with some applications as how to deal with
transgression of the law. Please pay attention to these points about sin:
1) Sin will cost one more than he is willing to pay, 2) Sin will always
take one further than he really wants to go, and 3) Something must be
done about sin.
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Patriarchal Dispensation
The Bible shows that all have sinned and fallen short (Rom. 3:23).

We see Job’s wife stepping outside of the line that God had given when
she tells Job to curse God and die (Job 2:9). She was encouraging him
to transgress God’s law, which is in and of itself a transgression of His
law.

In the day of Noah, God’s great love for man was rejected and
trampled upon and God said, enough is enough (Gen. 6:5ff). The
people had gotten so bad that God took action and man was found
wanting—God destroyed all living on the earth with a flood, except for
Noah and his family. Another day is coming when once again the
patience and longsuffering of God will come to an end. At that time the
earth will not be flooded, but it will be destroyed with a fervent heat
(2 Pet. 3:7ff). That day will be a tragic and sad day for many.

Virtually all know the story of Adam and Eve (Gen. 2-3). God told
them that they could freely eat of all the trees of the garden, except
one—the one in the midst of the garden. They did not obey God, and
it cost them. They both partook of the fruit of the forbidden tree and
when they did, sin entered into the world (Rom. 5:12). Sin definitely
cost them more than they were willing to pay and took them further
than they wanted to go. But the grace and mercy of God is seen in
Genesis 3:15.
Mosaic Dispensation

In the Mosaic Age, Achan, in Joshua 7, is a prime example of what
can happen when one violates God’s commands. He was tempted, even
as we are today, through the lust of the eyes (1 Jn. 2:16). He “took of
the accursed thing” (Josh. 7:1), and transgressed the Law of God. In so
doing, he missed the mark and sinned against God (Josh. 7:15, 20).

Another example of one living and sinning in the Mosaic Dispensa-
tion is David. King David was God’s chosen one to lead the people.
David violated the Law of God when he committed adultery with
Bathsheba (2 Sam. 11). To make matters even worse, he added sin to
sin (Isa. 30:1) by having her husband killed (2 Sam. 11:15-17). To
understand how horrific and devastating sin’s effect can be on a person
and others, read David’s confession (Ps. 51).

Consider Moses. He was God’s chosen vessel to deliver His people
from their captivity in Egypt and the oppression brought upon them by
the Pharaoh of that time. Moses was such an important figure that the
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Law of God, which he received from God at Mount Sinai, became
known as the Law of Moses. On one occasion, God told him to strike
the rock so water would come forth (Ex. 17:6). He obeyed God then.
However, on another occasion, Moses moved beyond the borders of
God and what He had instructed him to do. This next time he was to
speak to the rock, but struck it instead (Num. 20:8). Because of this
transgression, it cost him his entrance into the Promised Land. It was
a lack of faith and it led him to glorify himself and not the Almighty
God.
Christian Dispensation

 Saul of Tarsus is a prime example of one who transgressed the
Law of Christ. He persecuted people simply for being Christians (Acts
7:58ff; Acts 8). Because of what he had done prior to his conversion he
even called himself “chief” among sinners (1 Tim. 1:15). This Saul of
Tarsus is the same man who became known as Paul and was inspired
by the Holy Spirit to write about half of the New Testament. He is the
same Paul who set up congregations of the Lord’s church on three
missionary journeys and strengthened numerous other congregations.

Then, there is Peter. He walked with Jesus and was present on the
Mount of Transfiguration (Mt. 17:1ff). Peter was the man who
preached the first recorded Gospel sermon (Acts 2). This was the man
who introduced the plan of God to the Gentiles (Acts 10). Yet, Peter
violated the Law of Christ when he became a respecter of persons (Gal.
2:1-13).

Pontus Pilate was the high and powerful official of the Roman
government in Jerusalem, yet he was a coward. He knew the innocence
of Jesus (Mt. 27:24), but he was too terrified of the people to do what
was right regarding Christ. Instead, he allowed the crowd to move him
to put to death an innocent man, one who never did a wrong (1 Pet.
2:22). He played a role in the crucifixion of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. If only he had been willing to confess Jesus and refused to step
outside the boundaries of God’s Law. Instead, Pilate missed the mark
God had set up and sinned by being a coward (2 Tim. 1:7). He feared
what men could do to him instead of fearing God (Mt. 10:28). How
sad, yet this transgression is repeated over and over, day in and day out,
week after week, month after month. Jesus said if we are ashamed of
Him, He will be ashamed of us (Lk. 9:26). Actually, because of our
own sins, we all play a role in the death of Jesus (Rom. 5:8). An
innocent man, the Son of God died for each one of us. He did this so
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we would not have to suffer the consequences of sin and be eternally
separated from the Father. Are you ready to stand for Jesus?

CONCLUSION
We all need the Law of God. Why? Because it can keep us from

transgression. It clearly shows us what God requires of us and what we
must do to receive salvation. There is something we can do about our
transgressions before they do something in Judgment about us. It is a
divine prescription that involves the blood of Jesus Christ our Savior.
The prescription is a perfect prescription (Heb. 7:25-26), and it justifies
us before God. The remedy or prescription for our sins is the Law of
Christ, the written Word of God (Jn. 20:30-31). It has a cure for what
ails America, the world and all if its inhabitants.

The Word clearly states some things that are not optional, things
we must do to deal with our transgressions of the Law.

We must hear the Word of Jehovah (Lk. 11:28; Rev. 1:3).
We must have faith (Heb. 11:6; Jn. 8:24).
We must repent of all our transgressions/sins against God (Lk.
13:3, 5; Acts 17:30).
We must confess that Jesus is the Son of God (Rom. 10:10; Mt.
10:32).
We must be baptized for the remission of our sins and into the
body of Christ (Acts 2:38; 22:16; Mk. 16:16).
This is the divine prescription given to man to deal with his

transgression. May we avail ourselves of it now before it is everlast-
ingly too late. Let us look to the Law of Christ now and always.

ENDNOTES
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otherwise noted.
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